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Chelan-Douglas Health Officer Update

Respiratory Illness Update
● High influenza activity but downtrending for 3 weeks
● Severe illness concerns & novel strains of influenza A

Notifiable Conditions Presentation - Substance Use Overdoses
● Reporting system improvement goals
● February 6th - Wenatchee Valley College (and virtual)

Role of the Health Officer
● Statutory Responsibilities
● Local, regional, state-level collaboration



Respiratory Illness

https://www.cdc.gov/fluview/surveillance/usmap.html

https://doh.wa.gov/sites/default/files/2023-05/420-100-FluUpdate.pdf

Washington Influenza-like illness
➢ Very high -> high
➢ Downtrending x3 weeks

North Central WA Respiratory Dashboard
➢ Influenza ED visits above seasonal threshold
➢ COVID-19 present but below threshold
➢ RSV above seasonal threshold

Severe Influenza A
➢ Hospitalizations & deaths
➢ H5N1 (Avian influenza) & novel strains
➢ Rapid gene subtyping & surveillance

https://www.cdc.gov/fluview/surveillance/usmap.html
https://doh.wa.gov/sites/default/files/2023-05/420-100-FluUpdate.pdf


Respiratory Illness

https://doh.wa.gov/data-and-statistical-reports/diseases-and-chronic-condition
s/communicable-disease-surveillance-data/respiratory-illness-data-dashboard
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https://doh.wa.gov/data-and-statistical-reports/diseases-and-chronic-conditions/communicable-disease-surveillance-data/respiratory-illness-data-dashboard
https://doh.wa.gov/data-and-statistical-reports/diseases-and-chronic-conditions/communicable-disease-surveillance-data/respiratory-illness-data-dashboard


Respiratory Illness
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➢ Hospitalizations & deaths
➢ H5N1 (Avian influenza) & novel strains
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https://doh.wa.gov/sites/default/files/2025-01/InfluenzaSubtyping-Provi
derAlert-January2025.pdf

https://www.cdc.gov/han/2025/han00520.html

https://doh.wa.gov/sites/default/files/2025-01/InfluenzaSubtyping-ProviderAlert-January2025.pdf
https://doh.wa.gov/sites/default/files/2025-01/InfluenzaSubtyping-ProviderAlert-January2025.pdf
https://www.cdc.gov/han/2025/han00520.html


Notifiable Conditions - Substance Use Overdoses

Drug Overdose Reporting
➢ Health Officer Order - January 29th, 2019
➢ Healthcare report to Center for Alcohol and Drug 

Treatment
➢ Inconsistent use of current system

Data Surveillance Goals
➢ Provide real-time reporting
➢ Characterize overdose patterns
➢ Respond to changing trends
➢ Direct, monitor, and evaluate interventions

Public Health Interventions
➢ Provide data to drive collaboration
➢ Broad and targeted communication
➢ Prevention initiatives
➢ Assess and expand access to treatment
➢ Replicate and strengthen recovery resources

https://doh.wa.gov/data-and-statistical-reports/washingt
on-tracking-network-wtn/opioids/overdose-dashboard

https://doh.wa.gov/data-and-statistical-reports/washington-tracking-network-wtn/opioids/overdose-dashboard
https://doh.wa.gov/data-and-statistical-reports/washington-tracking-network-wtn/opioids/overdose-dashboard


Public Health Officer - Roles and Responsibilities

● Defined by RCW 70.05.010 through 70.05.10
○ RCW 70.05.040 The Local Board of Health must appoint a health officer
○ RCW 70.05.050 Health Officer Qualifications
○ RCW 70.05.070 Health Officer Responsibilities
○ RCW 70.28.031 Tuberculosis Control
○ RCW 70.05.100 Diagnosis of Contagious Disease
○ RCW 70.24 Sexually Transmitted Infections
○ RCW 70.26 Pandemic Influenza Preparedness

https://app.leg.wa.gov/RCW/default.aspx?cite=70.05.040
https://app.leg.wa.gov/RCW/default.aspx?cite=70.05.050
https://app.leg.wa.gov/RCW/default.aspx?cite=70.05.070
https://app.leg.wa.gov/RCW/default.aspx?cite=70.28.031
https://app.leg.wa.gov/RCW/default.aspx?cite=70.05.100
https://app.leg.wa.gov/RCW/default.aspx?cite=70.24.024
https://app.leg.wa.gov/RCW/default.aspx?cite=70.26


Public Health Officer - Roles and Responsibilities

● Defined by RCW 70.05.010 through 70.05.10
○ RCW 70.05.040 The Local Board of Health must appoint a health officer
○ RCW 70.05.050 Health Officer Qualifications
○ RCW 70.05.070 Health Officer Responsibilities
○ RCW 70.28.031 Tuberculosis Control
○ RCW 70.05.100 Diagnosis of Contagious Disease
○ RCW 70.24 Sexually Transmitted Infections
○ RCW 70.26 Pandemic Influenza Preparedness

https://app.leg.wa.gov/RCW/default.aspx?cite=70.05.040
https://app.leg.wa.gov/RCW/default.aspx?cite=70.05.050
https://app.leg.wa.gov/RCW/default.aspx?cite=70.05.070
https://app.leg.wa.gov/RCW/default.aspx?cite=70.28.031
https://app.leg.wa.gov/RCW/default.aspx?cite=70.05.100
https://app.leg.wa.gov/RCW/default.aspx?cite=70.24.024
https://app.leg.wa.gov/RCW/default.aspx?cite=70.26


Public Health Officer - Roles and Responsibilities

● In addition, multiple WACs include responsibilities of the Health Officer
○ WAC 246-100-036 Communicable Disease Control
○ WAC 246-100-040 Procedures for Isolation and Quarantine
○ WAC 246-101-505 Notifiable Conditions Response
○ WAC 246-105-080 Exclusion Criteria for Vaccine Preventable Illness
○ WAC 246-110-020 Control of Contagious Disease in Childcare and School Settings
○ WAC 246-170 Tuberculosis Prevention, Treatment, and Control
○ WAC 246-203 General Sanitation
○ WAC 246-215 Food Service
○ WAC 246-272a On-site Sewage Systems
○ WAC 246-291 Group B Public Water Systems
○ WAC 246-366A Environmental Health and Safety for Primary and Secondary Schools
○ WAC 246-490 Vital Statistics

https://app.leg.wa.gov/WAC/default.aspx?cite=246-100-036
https://app.leg.wa.gov/WAC/default.aspx?cite=246-100-040
https://app.leg.wa.gov/wac/default.aspx?cite=246-101-505
https://app.leg.wa.gov/WAC/default.aspx?cite=246-105-080
https://app.leg.wa.gov/WAC/default.aspx?cite=246-110-020
https://app.leg.wa.gov/WAC/default.aspx?cite=246-170
https://app.leg.wa.gov/WAC/default.aspx?cite=246-203
https://app.leg.wa.gov/WAC/default.aspx?cite=246-215
https://app.leg.wa.gov/WAC/default.aspx?cite=246-272A
https://app.leg.wa.gov/WAC/default.aspx?cite=246-272A
https://app.leg.wa.gov/WAC/default.aspx?cite=246-366A
https://app.leg.wa.gov/WAC/default.aspx?cite=246-490
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Public Health Officer - Roles and Responsibilities

RCW 70.05.050 - Health Officer Qualifications

● An experienced physician licensed to practice medicine and surgery or osteopathic 
medicine and surgery (MD or DO)

● Must hold the degree of master of public health or its equivalent; or complete a 3 year 
provisional service

● Must participate in an in-service orientation of 3 months by the secretary of health
● Shall satisfy the secretary of health pursuant to periodic interviews and is conducting such 

program of good health practices as may be required by the jurisdictional area concerned

https://app.leg.wa.gov/RCW/default.aspx?cite=70.05.050


Public Health Officer - Roles and Responsibilities

RCW 70.05.070 - The local health officer, acting under the direction of the local board of health or the 
administrative officer, if any, must:

● Enforce state and local public health statutes, rules and ordinances
● Take action as necessary to maintain health and sanitation within their jurisdiction
● Control and prevent the spread of any dangerous, contagious or infectious diseases
● Inform the public as to the causes, nature, and prevention of disease and disability and the 

preservation, promotion and improvement of health
● Prevent, control or abate nuisances which are detrimental to the public health
● Attend all conferences called by the secretary of health or his/her designee
● Collect fees for the issuance or renewal of licenses or permits
● Inspect, as necessary, changes to existing public water systems and construction of new public 

water systems to assure the changes or construction conforms to system design and plans
● Take such measures as he or she deems necessary to promote the public health, to participate 

in the establishment of health educational or training activities, and to authorize the attendance 
of employees of the local health department or individuals engaged in community health 
programs related to or part of the programs of the local health department

https://app.leg.wa.gov/RCW/default.aspx?cite=70.05.070


Public Health Officer - Roles and Responsibilities

WAC 246-101-505 - Notifiable Conditions - Health Officer and Health Jurisdictions

● Local health officers or the local health department shall:
○ Review and determine appropriate action for notifiable conditions, diseases or conditions considered 

to be a threat to the public and each reported outbreak or suspected outbreak, with assistance from 
the department in carrying out investigations

○ Establish a system at the local health department for maintaining confidentiality of written records and 
written and telephoned notifiable conditions case reports

○ Notify health care providers, laboratories and health care facilities within the jurisdiction of the health 
department of requirements in this chapter

○ Notify the department of cases of any condition notifiable to the local health department upon 
completion of the case investigation

○ Distribute appropriate notification forms to persons responsible for reporting
○ Notify the principal health care provider, if possible, prior to initiating a case investigation by the local 

health department
○ Carry out HIV partner notification requirements
○ Allow laboratories to contact the health care provider ordering the diagnostic test before initiating 

patient contact if requested and the delay is unlikely to jeopardize public health
○ Conduct investigations and institute control measures

https://app.leg.wa.gov/wac/default.aspx?cite=246-101-505


Public Health Officer - Roles and Responsibilities

WAC 246-101-505 - Notifiable Conditions - Health Officer and Health Jurisdictions

● Each local health officer has the authority to:
○ Carry out additional steps determined necessary to verify a diagnosis reported by a health 

care provider
○ Require any person suspected of having a notifiable condition to submit to examinations 

required to determine the presence of the condition
○ Investigate any case or suspected case of a reportable disease or condition or other illness, 

communicable or otherwise, if deemed necessary
○ Require the notification of additional conditions of public health importance occuring within 

the jurisdiction of the local health officer

https://app.leg.wa.gov/wac/default.aspx?cite=246-101-505


Public Health Officer - Roles and Responsibilities

WAC 246-100-040 - Isolation and Quarantine

● At his or her sole discretion, a local health officer may issue an emergency detention order 
causing a person or group of persons to be immediately detained for purposes of isolation 
or quarantine, or may petition the superior court ex parte for an order to take the person or 
group of persons into involuntary detention for purposes of isolation or quarantine

● May invoke the powers of police officers, sheriffs, constables and all other officers and 
employees of any political subdivisions within the jurisdiction of the health department to 
enforce immediately

https://app.leg.wa.gov/wac/default.aspx?cite=246-100-040
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